properties, and that, in dealing with these subtle agents, we are indeed, passing the border land which separates life from death. I think it must be conceded that all anaesthetical agents now employed are more or less dangerous to health and life, and their employment is beset with more or less grave consequences. In estimating the effects of an anaesthetic upon the human system, its mode of action should be critically known were not ready for the operation because they were sure they would feel pain. Nevertheless, in this state of mental activity, they were operated on, and afterwards, while remembering every incident, were firm in their assertion that they felt no pain whatever during the operation. One patient, who sat for the extraction of two teeth, selected the tooth to be first extracted, putting her finger on it, and afterwards re-arranging her position for the second removal. To the looker on, it seemed, in fact, as-though no change in her life had occurred, yet she affirmed that she was sensible of no pain whatever; and several other less striking, but The affinity is so strong that when a current of this gas is passed through a solution saturated with carbonic oxide hsemato-crystalline, the carbonic oxide is driven out by the nitrous oxide, which takes its place volume for volume.
When a current of nitrous oxide gas is forced through a slightly alkline solution of hsemato-crystalline, the solution looses its dicbroism and assumes a slight carmoisin red color. When the solution is placed before the spectroscope we observe that in proportion as the gas exerts its influence, the two bands between D and E fade away and disappear finally altogether, and there is a moment, says Preyer, " when the spectrum is continuous."
The disappearance of these blood bands means here, as it means in other instances, disappearance of oxygen from the blood, or complete deoxidation, and unless a fresh supply is speedily furnished, suffocation must ensue.
As the action of nitrous oxide gas upon the blood solution continues, soon after the fading away of the two bands, two new bands appear, resembling the oxy-blood bands, but differing from them in position and depth of shading; they are paler and more blurred in outlines.
Please remember, in this connection, what I said to you about Stokes' reduction band. 1 then told you that when blood is simply deprived of its oxygen, the blood reduction band would follow the disappearance of the two oxidized broad bands; and that then, the simple contact of atmospheric air with such de-oxidized blood solution, would suffice to cause the re-appearance of the two oxygen blood bands. 
